
Moon Over Star  
by Dianna Hutts Aston, 
illustrated by Jerry Pinkney 
A little girl dreams of someday being an 
astronaut as she follows the flight and 
moon landing of Apollo 11 in 1969.

My People  
by Langston Hughes,  
photographs by Charles R. Smith, Jr.
This long-cherished poem is illustrated  
with glorious sepia-toned photographs, 

celebrating what it means to be African American today.

Night Running: How James Escaped 
with the Help of His Faithful Dog  
by Elisa Carbone, illustrated by E.B. Lewis
A runaway slave makes a daring escape  
to freedom with the help of his faithful  
hunting dog, Zeus. 

One Million Men and Me  
by Kelly Starling Lyons,  
illustrated by Peter Ambush
A little girl accompanies her daddy to the 
Million Man March in Washington, D.C. 
and is filled with love and pride by  
what she sees.

Pecan Pie Baby  
by Jacqueline Woodson,  
illustrated by Sophie Blackall
When Mama’s pregnancy draws  
attention away from Gia, she worries  

that the special bond they share will disappear forever 
once the baby is born.

Who Will I Be, Lord?  
by Vaunda Micheaux Nelson,  
illustrated by Sean Qualls
A young girls recalls stories about her  
family and wonders what kind of person 
she will be when she grows up.

Books for Young Readers 

Bad News for Outlaws:  
The Remarkable Life of Bass Reeves, 
Deputy U.S. Marshal*  
by Vaunda Micheaux Nelson,  
illustrated by R. Gregory Christie
Born a slave, Bass Reeves became one of 

the most feared deputy marshals, capturing some of the 
most notorious criminals of the Wild West.

Dave the Potter: 
Artist, Poet, Slave*  
by Laban Carrick Hill,  
illustrated by Bryan Collier
Known only by his first name, Dave 

created over 40,000 amazing stoneware pots, chiseling 
beautiful, sophisticated poetry into some of them.

Heart and Soul:  
The Story of Africa  
and African Americans  
by Kadir Nelson
American history told through the voice 

of a fictional older African American woman, illustrated 
with 44 remarkable full-page paintings.

Jazz*  
by Walter Dean Myers,  
illustrated by Christopher Myers
Fifteen melodic poems, accompanied  
by expressive, fluid paintings detail  
the history and power of jazz.

Many titles are available  
as audiobooks.
Listen to books while you’re  
playing, riding in the car,  
or cleaning your room!

* also available as an audiobook

Picture Books

The Blacker the Berry: Poems  
by Joyce Carol Thomas,  
illustrated by Floyd Cooper
A collection of poems celebrating  
individuality and African American identity.
 

The Chicken-Chasing  
Queen of Lamar County*  
by Janice Harrington,  
illustrated by Shelley Jackson
Big Mama warns our young heroine to  

stay away from the chickens, but it’s just too much  
fun to chase them. Will Miss Hen outsmart the  
chicken-chasing queen?

Circle Unbroken:  
The Story of a Basket and Its People 
by Margot Theis Raven, 
illustrated by E.B. Lewis
Grandmother tells of the Gullahs  

and the beautiful sweetgrass baskets that keep their 
African heritage alive.

In Daddy’s Arms I Am Tall: African 
Americans Celebrating Fathers*  
by Javaka Steptoe
Thirteen poems honor African American 
fathers with joyfully exuberant words  
and stunning art.

Jazz Baby  
by Lisa Wheeler,  
illustrated by R. Gregory Christie
A jazzy, bouncy rhythm sets the tone  
for family fun with art that amplifies  
the sense of motion.

Let It Shine: Three Favorite Spirituals  
illustrated by Ashley Bryan
Vibrant collage illustrations highlight  
the words to three well-known hymns: This 
Little Light of Mine, Oh, When the Saints Go 

Marching In, and He’s Got the Whole World in His Hands.
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Books for Young Readers (continued)

Make Way for Dyamonde Daniel*  
by Nikki Grimes,  
illustrated by R. Gregory Christie
Plucky third-grader Dyamonde misses her 
old neighborhood and longs for a new  
best-friend. Surely it won’t be that grumpy 

new boy in her class. Or will it?

My Uncle Martin’s Words for America: 
Martin Luther King Jr.’s Niece  
Tells How He Made a Difference  
by Angela Farris Watkins,  
illustrated by Eric Velasquez

The Civil Rights movement with its themes of freedom, 
nonviolence, and equality is explained through the 
works of Dr. King.

The People Could Fly:  
American Black Folktales*  
by Virginia Hamilton,  
illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon
Retold African American folktales of  
animals, fantasy, the supernatural,  

and desire for freedom, born of the sorrow of slaves, 
but passed on in hope.

Sienna’s Scrapbook: 
Our African-American Heritage Trip  
by Toni Trent Parker,  
illustrated by Janell Genovese
Sienna is not happy with her parents plan 
to make summer vacation a learning event 

by visiting the sites of African American history, but by 
the end of the trip she’s changed her mind.
 

We Are the Ship:  
The Story of Negro League Baseball*  
by Kadir Nelson
Using an “Everyman” player as narrator, 
this story of the Negro leagues is told with 

honesty and humor, together with brilliant, full-page 
paintings of African American baseball greats.

* also available as an audiobook

“Reading is not optional!” 
 – Walter Dean Myers,  

National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature 
2012-2013

http://tinyurl.com/AmbassadorMyers

These websites will help you find  
additional good books to share with  
the children in your life: 
 
Coretta Scott King Book Awards
Given to African American authors and illustrators  
for outstanding inspirational and educational  
contributions, the Coretta Scott King Book Award titles 
promote understanding and appreciation of the culture 
of all peoples and their contribution to the realization of 
the American dream of a pluralistic society.

The award is designed to commemorate the life and 
works of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and to honor  
Mrs. Coretta Scott King for her courage and determination 
to continue the work for peace and world brotherhood.

http://tinyurl.com/BookAwardCSK
 

John Steptoe New Talent Award
Under the auspices of the Coretta Scott King  
Book Awards Committee, this award seeks out  
new authors and illustrators whose work might  
otherwise go unnoticed.

http://tinyurl.com/BookAwardSteptoe


